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The Pia-_é“tig Shopping

I

What is the plastic shopping bag levy?
From March 4th 2002 an environmental levy will be charged,
at 15 cent per bag, on plastic shopping bags.

How will it work?
Every time you shop you will have to decide whether you
need a plastic shopping bag. The retailer must charge
you for each bag and this must be itemised separately
on your receipt. The retailer will send this money to the
Revenue Commissioners and it will go into the Environment
Fund. The levy will be payable in all sales outlets - e.qg.

supermarkets, clothes shops, book and record stores,
service stations etc.

Is there any way to avoid paying this levy?
Yes, by using reusable bags. Make sure that you always bring
them with you when you are going to the shop. Hang them
on your hall door, keep them in your car or carry one in
your pocket or handbag.

Will the levy be charged on

all types of plastic bags?
No. Certain types of plastic bags will be excluded from the
lewvy:

W Small plastic bags used to contain fresh meat, fish or poultry
{whether such products are already contained in packaging or not)

B Small plastic bags wsed to contain loose fruit, nuts and
vegetables, confectionary, dairy products, hot or cold cooked
food and ice, as long as they are not otherwise packaged

W Plastic bags provided for goods sold to passengers in arcas
restricted to passcngers in ports or airports and on commercial
ships and aircraft

M Reusable shopping bags which are sold for T cent or more

it’s myltn make a difference
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The Plastic
Shopping Bag Levy

Ireland’s litter problem

An innovative step towards improving our
environment

What will happen with the funds collected?

The result?
There should be less litter and a
better environment for everybody.

Further information on the levy
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